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Date obolum Belifario. 


7) Philofopher, as I am, who contem- 

ge plates the world with ferious reflec- 

#25 tion, will be ftruck with nothing in 

it more than its viciffitudes. If he 

has lived any time, he muft have 

had ample opportunities of exerci- 

fing his meditation on the vanity of ail fublunary con- 
ditions. The change of ernpires, the fall of minifters, 
the exaltation of obfcure perfons, are,the continual inci” 
dents of human comedy. | 1 remember that one of the 
firft paffages in hiftory which made an imprefiion upon 
me in my youth, was the fate of Dionyfius, who from 
being monarch of Sicily, was reduced to teach {chool at 
Corinth. 
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Corinth. Though his tyranny was the caufe of his 
ruin (if it can be called ruin to be deprived of the power 
of oppreffion, and to be taught to know one’s felf) I 
could not help feeling that fort of fuperftitious pity which 
always attends royalty in diftrefs. Who ever perufed the 
{tories of Edward the fecond, Richard the fecond, or 
Charles the firft, but forgot their excefles, and fighed 
for their cataftrophe? In this free-fpirited ifland there are 
not more hands ready to punifh tyrants, than eyes to weep 
their fall. It is a common cafe: we are Romans in 
refitting oppreffion, very women in lamenting op- 
preffors ! 

Ir (and I think it cannot be contefted) there is ge- 
nerofity in thefe fenfations, ought we not doubly to feel 
fuch emotions, in cafes where regal virtue is become the 
fport of fortune ? This ifland ought to be as much the 
harbour of afflicted majefty, as it has been the fcourge 
of offending majefty. And while every throne of arbi- 
trary power is an afylum for the martyrs of fo bad a 


caufe, Britain ought to fhelter fuch princes as have been 





victims for liberty whenever fo great a curiofity is 
feen, as a prince contending on the honeft fide. 

How muft I bluth then for my countrymen, when 
I mention a monarch! an unhappy monarch! now ac- 
tually fuffered to Janguifh for debt in one of the common 
prifons of this city! A monarch, whofe’ courage raifed him 
to athrone, not by a fucceffion of ambitious bloody 
acts, but by the voluntary election of an injured people. 
who had the common right of mankind to freedom, and 
the uncommon refolution of determining to be free! This 
prince is Tuzopore king of Corfica! A man, whofe clai:n 
to royalty is as indifputable, as the moft ancient titles to 
any monarchy can pretend to be; that is, the choice of 


his 
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his fubjeéts: the only kind of title, allowed in the ex- 
cellent gothic conftitutions, from whence we derive our 
own ; the fame kind of title, which endears the prefent 
Royal Family to Englifhmen ; and the only kind of title, 
againft which, perhaps, no objection can lie. 

Tuts prince (on whofe hiftory I hall not at prefent 
enlarge) after having bravely expofed his life and crown 
in defence of the rights of his fubjects, mufcarried, as 
Cato and other patriot heroes did before him. For many 
years he ftruggled with fortune, and left no means untried, 
which indefatigable policy, or folicitation of fuccours 
could attempt, to recover his crown. At laft, when he 
had ditcharged his duty to his fubjeéts and himfelf, he 
chofe this country for his retirement, not to indulge a 
voluptuous inglorious eafe, but to enjoy the participation 
of thofe bleffings, which he had fo vainly endeavoured to 
fix to his Corficans. Here for fome months he bore with 
more philofophic dignity the lofs of his crown, than, 
Charles the fifth, Cafimir of Poland, or any of thofe 
vifionaries, who wantonly refigned theirs, to partake the 
fluggifh indolence, and at length the difquiets: of a 
cloyfter. Turopore, though refigned to his fortunes, 
had none of that contemptible apathy, which almoft 
lifted our James the fecond to the fupreme honour of 
monkifh fainthood. It is recorded of that prince, that 
talking to his courtiers at St. Germain, he withed for a 
fpeedy peace between France and Great Britain, “ for 
“ then, faid he, we shall get Englifh horfes eafily.” 

T  £ veracity of an hiftorian obliges me not to dif- 
guife the fituation of his Corfican majefty’s revenue, which 
has reduced him to be a prifoner for dibt in the King’s 
Bench: and {o cruelly has fortune exercifed her rigours 
upon him, that lait feffion of parliament he was exami- 


ned 
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ned before aconunittee of the houfe of commons, oa 
the hardfhips to which the prifoners in that goal had been 
fabjeét. Yet let not il-nature make fport with thefe 
misfortunes ! His majefty had nothing to bluth at, nothing 
to palliate, in the recapitulation of his diftrefles. The 
debts on his civil lift were owing to no mifapplication, 
no improvidence of his own, no corruption of his mi- 
nifters, no indulgence to favourites or miftrefles. His 
diet was philofophic, his palace humble, his robes de- 
cent: yet his butcher, his landlady, and his taylor, could 
not continue to fupply an eftablifhment, which had no 
demefnes to fupport.it, no taxes to maintain it, no excifes, 
no. lotteries to provide funds for its deficiencies and emer- 
gencies. 

A Nation fo generous, fo renowned for the efforts it 
has always made in the common caufe of liberty, can 
only want to be reminded of this diftreffed king, to grant 
: him it’s prote€tion and compaffion. If political reafons 
‘forbid the open efpoufal of his caufe, pity commands 
the ‘afliftance which private fortunes can lend him. Ido 
not trieah at prefent that our gallant youth fhould offer 
hemfelves as volunteers in his fervice, nor do I expect to 
have a {mall fleet fitted . out at the expence of particular 
perfons to convey him and his hopes to Corfica. The in- 
tention of ‘this paper is merely to warm the benevolence 
of my countrymen in behalf of this royal captive. I can- 
not think it would be beneath the. dignity of majefty to 
accept fuch a ‘fupply as might be offered to him by that 
honorary (and to this country peculiar) method of raifing 
a free gift, a benefit play. | The ‘method. is worthy of 
the Grecian age, nor would Afiatic monarchs have blufhed 
to receive a tribute from the united efforts. of genius and 


art. Let it be faid, that the fame humane and polite age 
raifed 
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raifed a monument to Shakefpear, a fortune for Milton’s 
grand-daughter, and a fubfidy for a captive-king, by 
dramatic performances! I have no doubt but the muni- 
ficent managers of our theatres will gladly contribute 
their parts. The incomparable actor who fo exquifitely 
touches the paffions and diftreffes of felf-dethroned 
Lear, (a play which from fome fimilitude of circum- 
ftances I fhould recommend for the benefit) will I dare 
to fay, willingly exert his irrefiftible talents in behalf of 
fallen majefty, and be a competitor with Louis le grand 
for the fame which refults from the protection of exiled 
kings. How glorious will it be for him to have the 
King’s Bench as renowned for Garrick’s generofity to 
king Turopore, as the Savoy is for Edward the third’s 
treatment of king John of France ! 

In the mean time, not to confine this opportunity of 
benevolence to fo narrow a {phere as the theatre, I mutt 
acquaint my readers, that a fubfcription for a fubfidy for 
the ufe of his Corfican majefty, is opened at Tully's 
head in Pall-Mall, where all the Generous and the Fair 
are defired to pay in their contributions to Robert Dodfley, 
who is appointed high-treafurer and grand-librarian of 
the ifland of Corfica for life 
leave to fay, Mr. Dodfley wouid have difdained to accept 





pofts, which give me 


under any monarch of arbitrary principles. 


A bock{feller of Rome, while Rome furviv'd, 
Would not have been lord-treaf’rer to a king. 


I am under fome apprehenfions that the intended fub- 
{cription will not be fo univerfal as for the honour of my 
country I wifhit. I forefee that the partizans of inde- 
feafible hereditary right will withhold their contribu- 
tions. The number of them is indeed {mall and incon- 

fiderable 
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fiderable ; yet as it becomes my character, as a citizen of 
the world, to neglect nothing for the amendment of 
the principles and morals of my fellow-creatures, I fhall 
recommend one fhort argument to their confideration ; I 
think I may fay, to their conviction. Let them but con- 
fider, that though Turopore had fuch a Flaw (in their 
eftimation) in his title, as to have been elected by the 
whole body of the people, who had thrown off the yoke 
ef their old tyrants; yet as the Genoefe had been the 
fovereigns of Corfica, thefe gentlemen of monarchic 
principles will be obliged, if they condemn king TuEo- 
DORE's caufe, to allow divine hereditary right in a republic; 
a problem in politics which I leave to be folved by the 
difciples of the exploded fir Robert Filmer: at the fame 
time declaring by my cenforial authority all perfons Ja- 
cobites, who négleé& to bring in their free gift for the 
ufe of his majefty of Corfica: and I particularly charge 
and command all lovers of the glorious and immortal 
memory of king William, to fee my orders duly exe- 
cuted; and I recommend to them to fet an example of 
liberality in behalf of the popular monarch, whofe caufe 
I have efpoufed, and whofe deliverance, I hope, I have 
not attempted in vain. 

N. B. Two pieces of king Tueopore’s coin, ftruck 
during his reign, are in the hands of the high-treafurer 
aforefaid, and will be fhewn by the proper officers ot 
the exchequer of Corfica, during the time the fubfcrip- 
tion continues open at Tully's head abovementioned 
They are very great curiofities, and not to be met with in 
the moft celebrated collections of this kingdom. 
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